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ORy THE YORGED CHEQUE.

THE NERCHANT 4aND His wirs,

CHAPTER VII.

Not many wmivates after all this was accom-
plished, she was goiog dowa to the drawing-
room when abe heard Mr. Cloveland enter the
house. He bounced up the ataire, aod went
into it with ber.

»Where did Mr. Grubb broakfast this mom-
ing?" he inquired,alier s fow momants spent in
i 5. Chariey devouring bor with his eyes

“What a question ! He broakfasted at home
o all 1 know."
. Yu. ;‘ es, dear Adela. 1 mesnt in which
or Mr. Grubb sometimes breakfasted
m un momm.—m n:.d n;t‘mumu in o Lt-
tle apartment where he % hie
“ lPruIlr don't know, aﬁd doupl?‘cr:;e, " pe-

!tarsed Lady Adels, connecting the question

socaebow, in her own mind, with the present
of coffee le had recdived. “His Lreaknsting,
and everything else that he doos, i¢ & matter of
wbsolute indifference to me. Why do you
nk ”

“Becausce Mr. Grubb has missed his cheque-
book, and has seot me forit.  He thioks he
mnn Lave left it on the breaktast table.”

¥ sbe said, *I wis just wanting

;:u Wdfjm:l do me a favor 1"

+ 1 will dueverything you wish," he answer-

ed, his tones literally trembling with tenders

nsH.
“] want yap 1o go the bank in Lemband

street mnd got & eheek cashed. Mr. Grubb

gave it mo this moroing, snd I am in a homry
to get tho moucy, for I expect people bere
every minate with socounts. Take s cab and
§°. at onee.”

“1 will, I can leave the chegoesbook in the

city on my way

s Nopsenss, dun t wait o Lind the cheque-
hook. I will hgnt it ap while you are gune
You will not be long, sud I tell you Tam all
impatience.”

r. Cleveland hesitated. “I scarcely know
what to #ay,” be replicd, dubiously. “Mr
Grubb is westing for the cheque book "

“Very well, Charles,” she retumed, in a re-
sentiul tone, as il she felt deep! Imr‘l “if you
like Mr. Grubb better than you do me, you will
obhgc him first, Whr.]on would be there and
| back in & twin

“Desrest Lady Adele | Like Mr. Grabb bet-
tor than—— Well, I will do it, thougl I dure
way I abull ges mto arow. Have the rhegoe-
book ready, that I may not lose 8 moment when
I petback ** And Lady Adels ncdled assent

“A confounded row, too" he muttered 1o
iimlfh:h Lore dubw‘n -um. m“uii’ :uui s cab
which pened to ing: “but I would

through s whole thun;.’o’.:: dgud fuil for her.”
Charley gave & concise word to the driver, and
sway dasbed the cab towards Lombard sireet.

e was back in an incredible short spuce of
time, and paid the notes over to ber.

“Have you [sund the chegue book!™

4] declare 1 pever thought uboul it," was
Lady Adeli'sre lplj “but be breaklasted iu tha

hear. Perbaps you will find it

He mlbal down to the meming room, which
was cn the grousd floor, snd thers om the table

| wasthe missing cheque book.  Ub, wary Lady

Adeln!

She followed bim in. “Charley,” she whis
if, *don't say you have bees out lor me—
no nesd to sy you have seen me. The fact
ls fhat pracious bosband of mine hss got a
& n-pwulum. nnd last night aceused me
d hnghn:g talkng too mueh with Mr.
Cleveland. 11f they find faalt (hat you have
been long, make an excuse that you were de

tained on business of your gwn.”

He nodded in the affirmative. Bat a red
varmillion was stealing over his face, dying it
to the very roots of lus hair, and his heart's
pulses were rising high. For surely in thal
last speech she meant to imply thai she lored
him. And Master Charles felt Lis brain tura
round as it had wvever tumed belore, and he
bent that flashed face down upon her hand,
and left on it un impassioned kisy by way of
adieg.

Lady Adels was ill st ease thai dsy. Recks
loes as |h- was to herhusband’s good opinions,
ahe conld ot help being dissatisfied with what
she had done, Not that she much feared the
counequences, but ehe would dislike exporure
Mr. Howard's pame as well as ber busband s’
Stie loat herself in a reverie, her mind running
frome one point to another, wes such a case
ever known as that of & wife being brought o
s trial for —— "“Whatever #hes 108 lo
dwell wpen sach thing!" she meotally uttered,
starting up io anger with herwell. *‘Rather
cmllmycmgllnd go and pay luat night's
losses.™

Me. Grubb and Charles Cleveland came hoimne
ss wuseal to dinner. Neither alluded to the
ulpkumt topic uppermont in her mind, so
she cuncluded that as yet nothing bad come
out. The next Cay was , when of course
she was safe.  On Mondsy r. Grabb weat 1o
busioesa at the customary hour, but returned
st 12 to attend some inﬂl-llﬂul blie maeting
at the west—snd, connecled wi itics. In
ﬁunmmgh.mdn'nlo dinner slone with

Adela. The dessert had just bewn placed
L table, when a sorvant entered and asid
Hr Howard was below—had desired him to
say that he lad calied on s matter of pressing

“Pressing business!” echoed Mr. Grobb.—

B: entered, bowing low to Lady Adels. A
hard featured msn; older thun his

1 C J. KEELER, M

e ———

“[ mm mhm mdd & fritnd—to—to—shek
tar me, e exclaimed, In !
— | desperate :b!d'rll" .‘m. w
N *Then suller ma 1o k bt friend,” he im-
plored, * Sufer me, Lady Adels.”

“Bul it may bring danger, difficulty u
you, evenr dirg sor. belisve I ought not."
“Dauger sl divgrace would
bome for you. Pray confide in me.”

“L will,” she vail, ber agitation increasing —
*That cheque—oh, Charles, do you not thiok
illof me! It wao done in t woment of irnta.

tivn.”

"Say on, deareat Lady Adela ™

“That chequo bo did not give we. I had
| asked him for money, and e rofused,

olfepnively; so I drew the chegue. What can
® pama was (o id

they do ta me! Mr. Howard'
as woll se his!"

Wil n momentary pnu Charley

saw all the diffle of the malter, as
lightly ealled “dlgm

would shield her from the dispra u ehe had
Le should

brought npon hersell,
suller sbame for ber ‘:;{Malg

“They eannot do uyt!ung to me, I believe,”

sho went 0. “But that wuui.a
.lme ng miid.o Ohy m
“hn shall pever t your confidence,” he

whispered, passionately wringing ber bands.—

“Not a breath of wapm shall

coma pear you.
I will shield

yours,"

*Now,stop,Charles; you mast not undertzke to

sy such things to me. They are not right,
and it is all nonsense I eould not
rmmt you. LThat man is my busband, you
now

“Forgive we,” he wurmured, I never inten-

ded to say sught that be or ,uneould object to.
Deeply as I love you—bear with me, dentsat
Lxd; Adela, for lh.- one word of avowsl, which
I will never recur to—wildly as I love you, 1

Liave imposed silence vpon my owe t‘u[mp.

and [ have resolved that no tem
botray them into disloyal boands. rnnlu

I have hitherto kept, and will k it, an I
iold you |7

will the other; to protect and
throogh all. T swear it."
She drew her hands from him, and sst down,

eamplet=ly reassured, knowing and feeling that
she uughr. place implicit trust in him, that

the disgrace was averted from her.

Which wan a Jeal more than sheo deservad.—

Don't you think sot

[To be comtinued.]

welcoma,

his infatuated love fur
her wan working strongly in his beart, and he
formed a2 hasty, ohivalrous resolve that he

to de it—shield you,if
ueeds e, with wy life. Without you that life
would l-c of fitlle value, for ibis bound up in
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